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STATE OF ILLJNJOIS

CITIZENS Wcb Sit~ hL1p:iicar~1ockport.hon1e~acad.ccrnPOIIt~tionControlBoara

AGAINST ~-M~i1 c~rc1ockport@usa,cCm

RUINING the

ENVIRONMENT P.O. Box 536

Lockport, IL 60441

August10, 2004

Ms. Amy Antoniolli
Illinois Pollution ControlBoard
100 W. RandolphSuite11-500
Chicago,II. 60601

Re: Revisionsto RadiumWaterQuality Standards:ProposedNew 35 Iil.Adm. Code
302.307 andamendmentsto 35 fll.Adm.Cod.e302.207and302525
R04-021Rulemaking—Water
BeforetheIllinois Pollution ControlBoard

DearMs. Antoniolli:

CitizensAgainstRuiningtheEnvironment-C.AR.E.is locatedin Will County. We
understandaspartof tb.e Waterrulemakingprocessbeforethe Illinois Pollution Control
Board, a changeis beingconsideredwhichwould involve theincreasefrom 1. Picocurie
to 5 PIcocurie’sper liter and applythesestandardsspecificallyto surfacewatersusedfor
public andfoodprocessingwatersupplies.

Lastyearthesprcadingof Sludge— biosolids - wasbroughtto ourattention. We
investigatedthis issue,and foundout that this contaminatedsludgehasbeenusedon Will
CountyFarmlandfor overthirty years. We arefer iiizing with. byizoductsofindustrial
andhumansewage.

EnvironmentalSciencedefinessludgeasa“viscous, semisolidmixtureofbacteria-and
virus-ladenorganicn~atter,toxic metals,syntheticorganicchemicals& settledsolids
removedfrom domestic& industrial.wastewaterat sewagetreatmentplants.~’

C.A..R.E. is extremelyconcerned.with thepropertreatmentofthis sludgepriorto bein~
appliedto land. Webelievethatsludgefarmingis only transferringpollutantsfrom thie
treatmentplant to thesoil, airand~ound waterf~ornthedisposalsite.
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Manyof usarcresidentsin Lockport.Until lastyear,thewaterin ourareahad
dangerouslyhigh levelsofradium.Th.i.s originally cameto ourattentionapproximately4
yearsagobecauseoneofusreadthesmallpri.n.t on. thebackofourwaterbills, and
discoveredthat a. few dollarshadbeencollectedon eachresidentsmonthly water bill that
went into a “radium bond fund.” Thebackofthebill alsostatedthat:

A doseofthc 5 pci/L ingestedo~em an ext~n~ed~ei~d ‘d~i’tirt~~emayresultin the
developmentofbonecancerin avery si-nail, portionofthepopulation...”This
information alonewould be alarmingto mostpeople.however,fartherinvestigation
indicated,that theseoutrageouslyhigh levelsofradiumwereknownof andallowedfor
overtwo decades.Wealso discoveredthattheverbiageusedby theCity of Lockportto
explaintheradiumsituation,wasflawed. Therecommendation.submittedby theLEPA for
municipalitieswith highradiumlevelsstatedthat: “At thelevelsofradiumdetectedthe
short termrisk is minimal andno specialprecautionsneedto be takenby theconsumer
____________________We havequestionedtheC.ity aswell as thc Agencya.sto whatthey
consideran “extendedperiodoftime” to be,but no onehasgiven.usanyanswers.

Backi,n 1998 an EPARegulatoryManagerwasquotedin a ChicagoTribuneArticle that
“...Radiumdoesdamageto thecells...” an,d“..therearemolecularsimilaritiesto
calcium “ Sinceaportion of theradiumingestedretrainsin tb.ebone, is it safeto
consumeandbathin this waterfor 5 years?Ten?TheIllinois Pollution ControlBoard
hadoriginally ruledon thecleanup ofradium,,.,overadecadeago. Theyinstructed
Lockportto institutecertainchangesin a“timely maimer.”Loc.kportinsteadpleaded
hardship,andproclaimedthattheyneededan extensionon morethenone occasiondue to
the~-owthin thearea,andthecapitalimnprovementsthat theyhadto implementdueto
this development.

Wewould appreciateyourcommentstp thequestionsbelow:

-Manypathogenscausediseasesthatsicken,cripple andkill humans.Whattypeofpre-
treatmentis in placefor viruses,bacteria,protozoaandfungi. etc.?

-Whattypeof testingis currentlyin p]acefor heavymetalsprior to landfanning?

- Doesthissludgecontain:dioxin, PCBssuch,asDOT, nickel, asbestosor lead? What
othertypesofpollutantsarein this sludge?

-Whatprocessis beingutilized for testingareasthathavebeenlandfarmedfor several
years?I-low often aretheareastested?

-Radiumis aknowncarcinogen.Shouldwaterqualitystandardsallow aknown
carcinogento bedischargedinto Illinoi.s waterwaysat advancedlevels?

-Hastheeffectofradiumon aquatic/wildlifebeenestablished,attherevisedlevels?

-Has anyonepresentedstudiesthatshowradiumat theselevelsto be safefor aquaticor
humanlife?
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-We alreadyfacetheprospectofneverbeingableto consumefish in Illinois dueto the
mercurydispersedfrom Coal Fired Power Plants.Do we wish.to addradiumto themix?

-Should. cost even be considered, whenwearetalking aboutprotectionoflife forms?

-Shouldn’tthe safetyandwelfareofthe illinois Residentsbe themainpriority?

As therearemanyunansweredquestionsre: sludgepollutantsandradiumstandardsin
waterthat shouldbe addressed.priorto makinganyrecommendations,CitizensAgainst
Ruinin.g theEnvironmentrequeststhatadditional investigationinto thesludgeand
radiumdischarging,andlandspreadingbecompletedprior to changinganypico curie
limits. .

Sincerely,

iDirectors
CarolStark Ellen Reridulich SandyBurcenski WendyViacak
838-1483 834-1611 838-1442 838-0622


